












As I was traveling back to Brenham last weekend, one of the new Germania 
billboards caught my eye.  The billboard features a picture of a highway sign with 
Germania’s “Texas Handshake” logo, reminding me of the number of Texans that 
now entrust their auto insurance to Germania.

Our auto company wrote its first policy in 1981 and has continued to experience 
steady growth ever since.  In fact, this year auto insurance is the fastest growing 
product line being offered by the Germania Companies.  This growth can be 
attributed to the exceptional service provided by Germania agents across Texas 
coupled by our Claims department’s fair and prompt attention following an 
accident.  

This issue’s cover story focuses on the dangers of driving on rural roads – which is 
the part of Texas traveled most often by the majority of our policyholders. Reading 
this story brought back memories of my first and only auto accident – and yes, it 
was on a rural Texas road.  At that time, I was just a teenager and Germania didn’t 
even offer auto insurance. Today, I’m still traveling the same rural roads and like 
67,000 other Texans, I have chosen Germania for my auto insurance.  

Germania strives to provide ways to help positively impact our policyholders’ 
bottom-line.  Germania created the Companion Policy Discount as an incentive 
for policyholders who choose to insure both their home and auto with Germania, 
providing a 15 percent discount off both policies.  To learn more about these and 
other discounts available, contact your local Germania agent or visit our website at 
www.GermaniaInsurance.com.

Speaking of autos, I encourage you to contact Germania Credit Union for an auto 
loan when purchasing a new or used vehicle.  GCU’s financing terms and rates 
rival, and often beat, competitors’ rates.  Although a separate enterprise, Germania 
Credit Union shares the same founding philosophy as Germania Farm Mutual – to 
‘Bear ye one another’s burdens’ by providing ownership in the organization when 
you become a member.  You can reach Germania Credit Union by calling the same 
toll-free number as Germania at 1-800-392-2202, or by visiting the website at 
www.GermaniaCreditUnion.com.

In closing, I am pleased to report on a successful 112th Annual Convention of 
Germania Farm Mutual Insurance Association held at the Home Office on July 
16.  Attendees received a report on the growth and achievements since last year’s 
convention along with some of the challenges anticipated as we focus forward. The 
directors addressed several routine business matters, however this year there were 
no resolutions presented to change the Association’s bylaws or constitution.  Next 
year’s convention is planned for July 22, 2009.

As always, I thank you for entrusting Germania with your insurance needs.
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Dollars and Sense...

Germania Credit Union

Germania Credit Union is excited to offer credit union 
members its newest product, the Visa® Check Card.  In 
an effort to save our members time and eliminate the 
hassle of check writing, the Visa® Check Card service 
provides a safe and efficient method for purchasing 
products in stores, online or over-the-phone.  

How It Works
With a simple swipe of your card, money is taken 
directly from your credit union checking account – 
without building a credit balance.  For security purposes, 
each card comes with its own personal identification 
number, allowing you to use the Visa® Check Card as 

an ATM card – withdrawing cash directly from your 
checking account.

Keep Track of Your Spending
Know where your money goes – each transaction is 
itemized on your monthly statement.  

Not a GCU Member?  
GCU offers membership to Germania policyholders 
across the state of Texas. To determine if you are 
eligible to join GCU, visit us online at  
www.GermaniaCreditUnion.com or send an email to 
gcu@GermaniaCreditUnion.com.  

Introducing Germania Credit Union’s
Newest Addition:  The Visa® Check Card!

In Memoriam
Sympathy is expressed to the family and friends of…

Steward Pogue of Local Chapter #329 in Liberty Hill, Texas passed away 
May 23, 2008.  Steward served as secretary, president and an insurance writer 
during his many years of service for Germania.

Brice Wisdom, former president of Local Chapter #232 in Mabank, passed 
away May 19, 2008.



Pot Roast with Red Wine and Mushrooms

1 	 pot roast; lean chuck, bottom round or rump; 
	 about 3 to 4 pounds 
3	 tablespoons all-purpose flour 
1	 teaspoon salt 
1/4 	teaspoon ground black pepper 
3 	 tablespoons olive oil 
1 	 medium onion, halved, thinly sliced 
1 	 rib celery, thinly sliced 

8 	 ounces whole small button mushrooms, 
	 trimmed, washed or sliced mushrooms 
4 	 cloves garlic, smashed and minced 
1/2 	teaspoon dried marjoram or thyme 
1 	 small bay leaf 
1 	 cup chicken broth 
1 	 cup dry red wine, such as pinot noir/burgundy 
	 or cabernet 
1 	 can (28 ounces) crushed tomatoes

In a large pot or dutch oven, heat olive oil over high heat.  Combine flour with salt and pepper and 
dredge the pot roast in the mixture. Brown the roast on all sides in the hot oil.  Add the onions, celery 
and mushrooms; reduce heat to medium and saute, stirring frequently, for about 2 minutes.  Add the 
garlic and cook for 1 minute longer.  Add the thyme or marjoram, bay leaf, chicken broth, wine and 
tomatoes; bring to a boil.  Reduce heat to low; cover and simmer for 2 to 2 1/2 hours, or until the beef is 
very tender.

Serves 6.
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