
What’s the difference...
A “Hurricane Watch” means a
hurricane has become a threat to
coastal areas. Residents and
businesses in those areas should
monitor the situation and be prepared
to take precautionary action promptly
if a hurricane warning is issued.

A “Hurricane Warning” indicates that
hurricane force winds, dangerously
high water, and rough seas are
expected in a specific coastal area
within 24 hours and precautionary
actions should begin immediately.
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Hurricane Tracking Chart
• Hurricane coordinates are listed by latitude and

longitude.  Latitude lines are horizontal.  Longi-
tude lines are vertical.

• The National Hurricane Center announces a
hurricane’s position every six hours. Once a
hurricane watch or warning has been issued,
the Hurricane Center announces coordinates
every three hours.

• The hurricane’s position is considered to
be at the storm’s center.

Saffir-Simpson Scale
Tropical Storm: 39 - 73 mph winds
Category 1 (minimal): 74 - 95 mph winds
Category 2 (moderate): 96 - 110 mph winds
Category 3 (extensive): 111 - 130 mph winds
Category 4 (extreme): 131 - 155 mph winds
Category 5 (catastrophic): +155 mph winds
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